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POSEY, ALEXANDER LAWRENCE

(Aug. 3, i873-May 27, 1908), journalist and
poet, was born on a farm eight miles west of
Eufaula, Indian Territory, in what is now Mc-
Intosh County, Okla. His father, Lewis H.
Posey, was a white man of Scotch-Irish ances-
try with possibly one-sixteenth Creek blood,
and his mother was a full-blooded Creek woman,
the daughter of Polios Harjo, who, however,
bore the English name of Nancy Phillips. She
was a very intelligent woman and early began
teaching her son the mythology and folldore of
the Creeks. He spoke little or no English until
he was about twelve years old but learned from
his mother much of the legendary history of the
Creek tribe. He received instruction from a
private tutor for a time and also attended public
tribal school in Eufaula and in 1890 was sent to
Indian University at Bacone near Muskogee.
During the five years he stayed there he was li-
brian on Sundays and set type after school hours
for a little magazine published by the faculty,
the Instructor. In this magazine appeared a
number of his poems and prose sketches, one or
two of which attracted considerable attention.
In 1895 he was elected to the Creek House of
Warriors, the lower branch of the Creek na-
tional legislature. He was a delegate to vir-
tually every council or convention called in the
Indian Territory, In 1896 he became superin-
tendent of the orphans home at Okmulgee. On
May 9 of that year he was married to Minnie
Harris of Fayetteville, Ark. They had two chil-
dren. In December 1897 he was appointed su-
perintendent of public instruction of the Creek
Nation but resigned after a few months to re-
tire to his farm near Stidham, Okla. He was
soon called upon by the Creek national govern-
ment to take charge of the national high school
of Eufaula and later of the national high school
at Wetumka. He resigned, probably in 1901,
and became editor of the Indian Journal, pub-
lished at Eufaula.

Meanwhile he had been engaged during his
spare time in writing poems and prose sketches,
which were published in various magazines and
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newspapers. In the Indian Journal he began to
publish the "Fus Fixico Letters," a series of
satirical sketches written in Indian vernacular
that were intended to call attention to the wrongs
heaped upon the Indians by the whites. It is
upon these that his claim to distinction as a
writer chiefly rests. After two years he became
joint editor with Ira L. Reeves of the Muskogee
Times and soon was appointed Indian agent at
Muskogee. He served as secretary of the con-
stitutional convention that met at Muskogee in
1905 to make a constitution for the proposed
state of "Sequoyah," and immediately after the
Sequoyah convention he began work for the
Dawes commission as clerk in charge of the field
party that had the task of obtaining the names
of so-called "lost Creeks/1 or those members of
the tribe who had refused to come in and be en-
rolled. When this work was completed he
planned to purchase the Indian Journal at Eu-
faula and return to newspaper work. He left
Muskogee for Eufaula in order to further his
plans for this purchase, but, in attempting to
cross the North Canadian River in a light skiff,
he was drowned.

He was a handsome man of erect carriage and
typically Indian features. He was somewhat
shy and reserved in the presence of strangers,
but cordial and gracious toward his friends. He
was a great lover of nature, as is apparent in
much of his writing. In addition to the "Fus
Fixico Letters" his best known writings are his
poems, which were first signed with the pseu-
donym Chinnubbie Harjo, the name of one of
the chief characters in Creek mythology. These
were published by his widow in 1910 in a volume
called Alex- Poseyf... The Poems.

[Letters, journals, and papers in possession of his
widow at Fayetteville, Ark.; copies of the journals in
Lib. of Univ. of Okla.; biog. sketch in volume of
poems, ante; J. B. Thoburn and M. H. Wright, Okla-
homa (1929), vol. II.]                                 E.E.D.

POSEY, THOMAS (July 9, i75o-Mar. 19,
1818), soldier, governor of Indiana Territory,
was born in Fairfax County, Va., and grew up
as a country boy with few educational advan-
tages. At the age of nineteen he removed to the
Virginia frontier. A little later, trouble with
the Indians opened the way to a military career,
and he enlisted in the Virginia militia that Lord
Dunmore and Andrew Lewis led against the
Indian tribes beyond the western frontier in 1774.
With the outbreak of the Revolutionary War
he became a member of the Committee of Cor-
respondence. He was a captain and later major
in the 7th Virginia Regiment and saw arduous
service in various campaigns and engagements,
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